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The following is an excerpt of Notification of Reason(s) for Refusal of patent 
application No. 2004-249914 that includes a description of the examiner's reasoning 
that underlies the refusal of the patent application. 

Note (The list of cited documents etc. is shown below) 

(With regard to the inventions in claims 1 to 3) 

Cited documents: 1 and 2 
Remark: 

The cited document 1 describes a second air supply device that forms a basic 
part of the inventions of the claims 1 to 3 of the subject application. 

According to the cited document 2, an abnormality diagnosis is performed by 
detecting the pressure pulsation in a second air passage while suspending the supply of 
secondary air to the exhaust system. 

Setting the open state and the closed state of each valve to identify the valve to 
be diagnosed is a simple design matter to those skilled in the art. 

Further, performing abnormality determination in a state where a change in the 
pressure can be accurately detected is a technique that persons skilled in the art could 
have easily through of based on their knowledge. 

The list of cited documents etc. 

1. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2004-11585 

2. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 09-125945 

Record of the result of prior art search 
Searched technical fields: IPC 

F01N 3/22 
F01N 3/20 
F01N 3/32 

Prior art documents 

1. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2003-314263 

2. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 05-179936 



3. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 09-21312 

4. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 08-200541 

5. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2002-266707 

6. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 10-77825 

This record is not a component(s) of the reason(s) for refusal. 
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